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OAR Leadership
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OAR Organization
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Vacant
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OAR’S VISION & MISSION

Deliver NOAA’s 
Future

Conduct research to understand 
and predict the Earth system; 

develop technology to improve 
NOAA science, service, and 

stewardship; and transition the 
results so they are useful to 

society. 

VISION MISSION
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NOAA Mission: Science, Service, 
Stewardship
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PSL’s vision and research directly supports the DOC,
NOAA and OAR Objectives

PSL’s Vision
An informed society that uses science-
based environmental intelligence to 
effectively anticipate and respond to 
threats and opportunities related to 
weather, water and climate extremes.
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OAR CIRCULAR NUMBER: 
216-3 establishes the 
authorities and 
responsibilities for managing 
regular and recurring science 
reviews.

NOAA NAO 216-115A 
establishes the principles, 
policies, and responsibilities by 
which Research and 
Development (R&D) throughout 
NOAA can be continually 
reviewed, evaluated and 
rebalanced in light of evolving 
mission needs.
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2014-2020 Strategic Documents
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Maintain consistency with 
NOAA strategic planning, 
budgeting & execution

Recognize lab scientists’ 
leadership excellence & contributions in research fields
Identify equipment & facility challenges that hinder success

Locate communication strengths & weaknesses between 
labs/offices/ leadership

Assist labs and programs in strategically planning future 
science.

HOW OAR USES REVIEW
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OAR Goals Looking Ahead (2020-2026)
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Four goals reflect what OAR desires to achieve, where to focus activities, and, 
ultimately, how to improve the organization’s ability to deliver NOAA’s future. 
The objectives, nested under each goal, are the areas of focus needed to help 
OAR achieve its goals. 
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PSL Leadership

Dr. Robert Webb became the 
director of the Physical Science 
Laboratory in January 2014.

11



Department of Commerce  //  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  //  ‹#›

Thank You!


